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Canine Health Foun-
dation has lever-
aged the power of science and research to improve the lives of dogs and their
people. The CHF works to prevent, treat and cure diseases that impact all dogs,
while providing professional information and resources for anew breed of dog
owner. Take action because you care; find out more online at www.akcchf.org.
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INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DOGS
FGJVPFEY is a non-profit organization,
registered in Sweden, and initiated in
2014 by j diverse group of stakeholders
in the international dog world, including
numerous national kennel clubs. The IPFD
mission is to facilitate collaboration and sharing of resources to enhance the
health, well-being and welfare of pedigreed dogs'and all dogs worldwide. Visit
the IPFD online at www.dogwellnet.com for more information. The Agria-SKK
Research Fund is a collaboration between Agria Ahimal Insurance and the
Swedish Kennel Club. |
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ORTHOPEDIC FOUNDATION FOR ANIMALS.~
The OFAis a 50 year old non-| proﬁt

foundation with a specific
mission toimprove L
the health and wel-

fare of companion /
animals through |
areductionin

theincidence of
genetic disease.
Visit the OFA on-
line at www.ofa.org
for more information.
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AKC Canine Health Foundation

BRENDA BONNETT DVM, PHD;
International Partnership for Dogs

dog, you've probably had questions like

these: How do I know which laboratory
to choose? Which tests are the most impor-
tant or necessary for my dog/my breed? Are
the results reliable? What do the test results
really mean and how should I use them? Your
veterinarian and breeder may have trouble
answering all these questions (especially
for every breed!)

That's because the ever-in-
creasing number of canine DNA
tests and testing laboratories has
made choosing quality DNA testing
providers and the right DNA tests for
health and breeding decisions challenging
for dog owners, breeders and veterinarians.

If you're considering DNA testing for your
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With no existing national or international
standards of genetic testing for labora-
tory accreditation, or a standardization
oversight group, there is a growing need
for a reliable third party—a neutral orga-
nization that can provide guidance about
test reliability and laboratory quality as-
surance.

In response to this need, and
with initial funding provided
through generous contribu-
tions from the Orthopedic
Foundation for Animals
(OFA), the AKC Canine
Health  Foundation
(CHF) and the found-
ing partners of the In-
ternational Partnership
for Dogs (IPFD), a new ini-
tiative has been launched.

Called the ‘IPFD Harmo-
nization of Genetic Testing for
Dogs," the initiative will provide practical
support to address the challenges associ-
ated with the often confusing world of ca-
nine DNA testing. It will also strive to sup-
port consumer confidence in DNA testing,
educate consumers in the use of these
tests as tools to reduce the incidence of
inherited disease, and reduce redundant
international efforts.

Through this collaborative program,
IPFD and its partners will work to coordi-
nate expertise and increase the availabili-
ty of resources to you. Several commercial
and academic DNA test-providers, from
North America, Europe and Australia,
have already committed to supporting and
participating in this program.

Ultimately, the initiative's aim is to cre-
ate an open access, searchable and sus-
tainable online resource for the interna-
tional dog world, including breeders, dog
owners and veterinarians that will:

« Catalog information provided
voluntarily from commercial test provid-
ers for genetic testing in dogs;

« Describe expertise, quality as-
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surance, activities and resources of the  on the IPFD's DogWellNet.com
laboratories/test providers; platform. For more information
+  Host expert panel reviews of ge-  on the initiative, sponsors and
netic tests, their reliability, and applicabil- participants, go to the Initiative
ity; Description on DogWellNet.com.
« Coordinate a program for stan- The prototype for the com-
dardized proficiency testing, and peer  mercial test provider quality da-
review; tabase will be presented at the
» Link to and 3rd International Dog Health
share existing and  Workshop this April in Paris,
new resources for  with follow up presentations on
genetic counsel-  progress at additional scientific
ing and educa-  and stakeholder meetings. Dr.
tion. Bonnett has been invited to speak
directly to AKC F’armClub rep-
resentatives and also will be avail-
he initia-  able to talk with breMeteri-
tive  will  narians and attendees during jthe
be guided by IPFD AKC Canine Health Fodnda
CEO Brenda Bonnett
(Brenda.Bonnett@ipf-
dogs.com) and Project
Director Aimee Llewellyn-Zaidi (Aimee.
Llewellyn-Zaidi@ipfdogs.com), and will be
overseen by a multi-stakeholder steering
committee set up by the IPFD that, in ad

includes Diane Brown, AKC Canine H
Foundation; Matthew Breen, North
lina State University; Cathryn Mellersh, A
mal Health Trust; Sofia Malm, Swedish Ken
nel Club; Wim van Haeringen, VHL Genetics,
Netherlands; Sue Pearce-Kelling,
Optigen; and Eddie Dziuk, Or-
thopedic Foundation for Ani-
mals.

The initiative's initial
phase is already un-
derway: the develop- 4
ment of a working
prototype of the
online resource.
Both the proto-
type and the
final output
will behosted
and available on-
Iu]p to the/pubhc

updates on this
important initia-
tive.





