Helpful Terminology
Allele: a variant form of a gene.
Gene: the basic physical and functional unit of heredity. Genes, which are made up of DNA, act as instructions to make molecules called proteins. Genes are the basic physical unit of inheritance. Genes are passed from parents to offspring and contain the information needed to specify traits.
Genotype: the genetic contribution to the phenotype (physical traits).
Marker: A genetic marker is a DNA sequence with a known physical location on a chromosome. Genetic markers can help link an inherited disease or trait with the responsible gene.
Parentage testing panel: this refers to pieces of DNA (markers) that together form a testing panel. These panels can be made up of markers that are either STRs (short tandem repeats) or SNPs (single-nucleotide polymorphisms). The size of the panel can vary, with many being between 20-200 markers. The term panel can also be used more generally to describe a selection of genetic markers for purposes such as disease or trait testing, or identification, for example. 
Short Tandem Repeat (STR): An STR is a place in DNA code where a sequence is repeated. Eg: ATAGATAGATAG is ATAG repeated 3 times. STRs have a fast mutation rate. When they change, it is an increase or decrease in the number of repeats. You may see genetic tests, such as parentage testing, that are based on STR or SNPs (See: Single Nucleotide Polymorphism). These methods are not interchangeable, and do not "read" to each other. 
Single Nucleotide Polymorphism (SNP): Single nucleotide polymorphisms, called SNPs (“snips”), are the most common type of genetic variation in animals (including people). Each SNP represents a difference in a single DNA building block, called a nucleotide. Many genetic tests, and other genetic tools, are based on SNPs - the places along the genome where variations/differences can occur. 
Trait: is a specific characteristic of a dog. Traits can be determined by genes or the environment, or more commonly by interactions between them. The genetic contribution to a trait is called the genotype. The outward expression of the genotype is called the phenotype.

Other terms: https://dogwellnet.com/content/hgtd-genetic-counseling/genetics-vocabulary-glossary-of-terms-r542/

UC Davis has a good tutorial on how parentage testing generally works: https://vgl.ucdavis.edu/services/parentage

