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Currently, ICECDogs is focusing on supporting national and regional multistakeholder groups and international stakeholders engaged in the issues raised by extreme conformation in dogs. On the 23rd of September 2021, ICECDogs held its second online members’ meeting. It was attended by representatives from Kennel Clubs, Veterinary Associations, Authorities, Industry, and multistakeholder groups from Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, United Kingdom, and Sweden.
We explored how we could move forward together on minimizing the negative welfare impacts from extremes of conformations and how to promote moderate, healthy conformations in dogs. 

Each of the members expressed what their main issues are at their national level. 

Importation of dogs
Mass importation of dogs is a major issue in many countries. This can be legal as well as illegal. Either way, the health and conformations of the dogs that are being traded across borders is often low and these dogs suffer many health and welfare problems. Many of these dogs are also not well socialized. Some breeds or look-a-likes with an extreme conformation are very popular, and because the supply in many countries is not sufficient, they are imported. Many of these dogs are bred outside the Kennel Clubs. It is a complex issue, and restrictions on breeding at the national level may likely only increase illegal importation. 
In many countries, there are (multistakeholder) working groups concerning cross-border trade. Suggestions were made that because of the open borders in Europe, a Pan-European approach is needed. But also, a country like Canada faces the same issues. The group felt that legislation without proper implementation and enforcement would not be helpful. And the lack of international harmonized identification and registration of dogs makes it even more complicated, although the technology is there to make it happen.

Education/ communication
[bookmark: _Hlk92285484]Education on (online) buying of dogs as well as on the issues of health and welfare of dogs with extreme conformations was mentioned by all as very important. Unfortunately, we still have a long way to go to get the message across to dog purchasers. Some of the group suggested that it would be challenging to generate single messages that all stakeholders would agree to. However, the UK Brachycephalic Working Group, a multistakeholder group, has managed to do so, and all stakeholders adopted the following message: ‘Stop and think before buying a flat-faced dog’. The UK BWG has also agreed to the message that Maximising good health, welfare and temperament overrides all other considerations for dogs’. http://www.ukbwg.org.uk/ 



What is a healthy dog?
Discussed was also what we consider to be a healthy dog. It was raised that the focus should be on making decisions that are evidence-based and not “in my opinion”. We need to develop criteria that are objective and more quantitative (e.g. biomarkers) regarding health and welfare; This may also be an approach to get disparate groups to agree on these criteria regardless of emotional approach. In general, it was mentioned that we should try to separate emotions from the facts.

Collaboration
More collaboration is key. Polarization between, but also within stakeholders, was felt to be huge. To move towards sustainable solutions, we need to work together. In some countries, the different stakeholders do not sit together, but fortunately other countries have shown that, for example, Kennel Clubs and veterinarians do work well together. For sure, this asks for good leadership.

Human perception
A major step forward to change the extreme conformations of some breeds is to change the human perception of what a ‘good’ dog is, good looking versus healthy. This is a major challenge. It asks for changing human behaviour, which all agreed is very difficult.


It was a very productive meeting. All members expressed what is needed at their national level and it was very clear that we all face similar issues and have the same questions. The shared information was so elaborate and valuable that we did not even reach to the next item on the agenda: ‘How can we join forces?. ICECDogs will ‘meet’ again before the end of the year and the above-mentioned question will be the main agenda item.

Many national initiatives are ongoing, and we will post summaries of the specific activities of our members, as well as links to their products, on the ICECDogs website.
https://dogwellnet.com/register/?do=finish&finishStarted=1&ref=aHR0cHM6Ly9kb2d3ZWxsbmV0LmNvbS9pY2VjZG9ncy8= 

