Animal Welfare
Situation in Dog
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Legal Situation in Germany

Situation in VDH

Current strategies




Legal Situation




German Legislation

Animal Welfare Act Animal Welfare Dog Ordinance
Federal Law - Rules for
Covers various areas of animal welfare 1. Keeping Dogs
(including animal breeding, § 11b) 2. Dog Events (§ 10)

Applies to all animal species

Prohibits breeding if hereditary pain, - Prohibits showing of dogs with
suffering or harm has to be expected characteristics related to hereditary pain,

in the offspring suffering or harm



German Legislation

Dogs in Germany

FROM CONTROLLED FROM OTHER SOURCES
BREEDING

Il Mandatory Identification & Registration ! n

M No Mandatory Identification & Registration



French Bulldogs in Germany

FROM CONTROLLED FROM OTHER SOURCES
BREEDING




Dog shows in G

Organsystem Qualzuchtmerkmal
ycepl obstruktives gssyndrom (BOAS)
Atemwege  Larynxparese (LP)
Augen Canine Multifokale Retinopathie (CMR3)
Augen Chronische Augenentziindung durch Verlegung des Trénenn
Augen Collie-Augenanomalie-Sehnerven Kolobom (CEA)
Augen Corneadystrophie
Augen Distichiasis
Augen Ektropium
Augen Entropium
Augen . Strabismus
Augen Excphthalmus (siehe auch Brachycephalie)
Augen Glaukom (Griner Star), Gunmdym;anesle
Augen Homhautulcera
Augen Iriskolobom
Augen Katarakt (Hereditidre Kalarain)
Augen Keratitis nigricans
Augen Keratokenjunktivitis sicca (KCS)
Augen Kolobom (Spaltbildung im Bereich des Auges)

ermany

Nervensystem  Epilepsie
Augen Nickhautvorfall (Cherry Eye) i (cECS)
Augen ischer primarer (PHPV) Nervensystem  Erbliche Ataxie
Augen Primare Linsenluxation (PLL)
Augen Prcgresslve Retinaatrophie (PRA) Nervensystem Juvenile Enzephalopathie
Augen Stébchen-Zapfe rod Leonberger ie (LPN2)
(PRCD), bestimmte Form der PRA (LEMP)
Augen Retinadysplasie : g g Dog (PDE) Muskel (VWD)
Augen Retinadystrophie Nervensystem :rc‘\gressweﬁxenopamle 7 der Typen IIIA, 1B, IV, VI
Ham-und Geschlechtsapparat ektopischer Ureter Nervensystem ~ Astrozytose ) MIUSKE!
Harn-und Geschlechtupg:rat Kryplr’:rchismus Nicht ifizi agenetisch bedinate ] und Nodulére Derma k h: 2 Exercise Induced Dyskinesie
Albin Albinismus ocul brose !
we vlyn m,"u e ,‘Wﬂ‘m,m Nicht kigssifiz i e Erkrankunges r‘wrprr.vm Slutung (pzv]z) _ Stoffwechsel Cystinurie
| different rules-for dog- S s o e (o
Nal y Ve ry I LA o I Stoffwechsel Hamophilie A/ B
jour Dilution Alo t Alopezia (CMA " — e e g b - .
- pilepsie
ﬂ:&‘ﬁ“f“', cocel e e ITT’ some .‘plac}ég..t‘ . ™
Haut-/ Heutan® ndrom Etlt] e R L AT SRR i et Sisaniel Stoffwechsel  Lipodystrophie .
) LRl ety B P Stoffwechsel ~ Maligne Hyperthermie (MH)
¥, ,'5, : th at Stoffwechsel  MDR-1 Defekt
Fe en S a e s O ﬁx s‘t Vem Stoffwechsel ~Megadsophagus
I V\\\h idungen der Sch i
e {mt nkung (PKD)
h a \/é TO Stoffwechsel  Protein losing Nephropathie
it ffy von Typ | (vwD1)
unpigmentiert) bei best. Rassen Stoffwechsel  Amyloidose
iy

Herz/ Kreislauf und Gefall
Herz/ Kreislauf und Gefale

Herz/ Kreislauf/Gefalie Leber S boren) auch wenn b periert
Herz/ Kreislaut/ G Pulincialsienvse
-stenose, Skelettsystem Hemivertebrae a1
T ie (HD)
Muskulatur Erbliche Myopathie )
Skelettsystem Leg Palve Perthes Krankheit (LCP)
Muskulatur ~ Scottie Cramp Skeletisystem Osteachondrosis Dissecans ( 0GD) Schulter
Nervensystem  Abiotrophie Skelettsystem Patellaiuxation
Nervensystem  Alaskan Malamute Polyneuropathie (AMPN) Robinow-lik cl
Nervensystem  Alexander Krankheit Skelettsystem Spondylose
Nervensystem  Canine Ceroid-Lipofuszinose (CCL) veranderte
Nervensystem  Dandy Walker Fehibildung (DWLM)




Torture Breeding in Labradors?!

Torture Breeding Characteristic

Recommended
Enforcement
Measure

Entropion

Ectropion

PRA

Canine Ceroid Lipofuscinosis

Copper Storage Disease

Cystinuria

Craniomandibular Osteopathy
Chondrodystrophy, Chondrodysplasia
Hip Displasia

Genetic Testing
Genetic Testing

Genetic Testing

Genetic Testing
Genetic Testing

X-Ray




Guidelines PG-AGT

Guidelines PG-AGT - current Version:
slightly improved, still very problematic
Contain medical and genetic mistakes
Demand mandatory examinations for
clinically healthy dogs
include potentially harmful
procedures (MRI, electrodiagnostics,
biopsies)
Pose a risk to controlled breeding

in Germany



German Legislation

Dogs in Germany

FROM CONTROLLED FROM OTHER SOURCES
BREEDING

French Bulldogs in Germany

FROM CONTROLLED FROM OTHER SOURCES
BREEDING

<>

Rules for Dog shows largely ineffective,
no effective actions taken to adress

uncontrolled dog breeding and illegal

puppy trade
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Situation in VDH



extensive breed-specific health examinations for breeding within the VDH for

many years
close cooperation with veterinary specialist societies

mandatory implementation of the University of Cambridge Respiratory Function

Grading Scheme

comprehensive databases of examination results demonstrating that breeding

strategies are effective



Dog shows in Germany

Clinical Examination
before participation in a dog exhibition

Pursuant to Section 10 (1) No. 2 Tierschutz-Hundeverordnung (German Animal Welfare Regulation for the Protection

of Dogs), it is forbidden to show dogs in which, through genetic causes,

« body parts or organs needed for natural use by the animal are lacking or unfit for purpose or reshaped, resulting in
pain, suffering or harm,

« behavioural disturbances, associated with suffering, occur,

« any natural contact with other dogs results in pain or avoidable suffering or harm for themselves or another dog

For the purpose of identifying dogs with the abovementioned pathologic conditions, a clinical examination by a
wveterinarian is performed and the findings are documented on this form. Regardless of the results of the examination,
dogs with diseases according to Section 10 (1) No. 2 Tierschutz-Hundeverordnung can be excluded from the exhibition

by the organizer or the relevant authorities.

Name and address of examining veterinarian:

Examining veferinarian

Pet keeper/owner - Name and address:

NON-INVASIVE (!) veterinary sereening™
at dog shows to ensure health of
i participating dogs

Male dog

Female dog

Chip number
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Current Strategies in
controlled breeding




» Continuation of mandatory health examinations in dog breeding

« Adaptation of breeding programs to new scientific findings



Brachycephaly

High Risk Breeds Moderate Risk Breeds
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TLiu NC, Adams V), Kalmar L, Ladlow JF, Sargan DR. Whole-Body Barometric Plethysmography Characterizes Upper Airway Obstruction

Image source: Tomlinson et al., A cross-sectional study into the prevalence and conformational risk factors of
BOAS across fourteen brachycephalic dog breeds; PLOS ONE (2026), Licensed under CC BY 4.0.



Torture Breeding in Labradors?!

Torture Breeding Characteristic

Recommended
Enforcement
Measure

Entropion

Ectropion

PRA

Canine Ceroid Lipofuscinosis

Copper Storage Disease

Cystinuria

Craniomandibular Osteopathy
Chondrodystrophy, Chondrodysplasia
Hip Displasia

Genetic Testing
Genetic Testing

Genetic Testing

Genetic Testing
Genetic Testing

X-Ray
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