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Overview
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1. Purpose of the project 
2. Where are we today? 
3. Future plans



Welcome
Project’s Purpose
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Dog and cat breeding heavily criticized

2008 
BBC documentary 

“Pedigree Dogs 
exposed”

2014
The Netherlands bans 
breeding animals that 
are ‘burdened by their 

appearance’.

2019
Breeding ban for 

short-muzzled dogs

2021
Breeding ban 

Scottish Fold in 
Flanders

2023 
Breeding ban Cavalier 
King Charles Spaniël & 
strict rules for English 
Bulldogs in Norway

2026 
Breeding and owning 

ban Sphynx cats in The 
Netherlands



The Breeding Decree (Flanders)

Why?
• Hereditary conditions are a concern in all European countries.
• Regulations on the breeding of dogs and cats came under the authority of the 

Flemish Minister for Animal Welfare.

What?
• Dogs and cats born from 1st July 2025 that are sold with a pedigree must comply with the Flemish 

laws established for each breed.



Breeding Healthy Pets

What?
• Scientific project funded by the Flemish Government to support the implementation of the breeding 

decree.



Purpose
Approaching and managing 
hereditary problems in dogs and cats:

Developing a central database and 
a portal website
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Harmful breed traits & 
hereditary diseases

Genetic Diversity

Hereditary 
Problems

Sustainable breeding policy!



Database
Frequencies

Diversity

Datacollection



- Result per parent combination

- Takes testing results into account

- Takes genetic diversity into account

Future: selection tool



Welcome
Breeding Heathy Pets
Where are we today?
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Breeding Healthy Pets

• Established working standards
• Standardized decision cut-offs (DNA and other phenotypes) defined per breed
• Standardized breeding advice per performance test
• Standardized breeding recommandations
• Standardized genetic diversity measures (max % inbreeding)
• Standardized warning notices (ex: BOAS)

• Approved breed programs

Dogs Cats
Approved 198 breeds and varieties 45 breeds and varieties



Breeding Healthy Pets

• Established working standards
• Standardized decision cut-offs (DNA and other phenotypes) defined per breed
• Standardized breeding advice per performance test
• Standardized breeding recommandations
• Standardized genetic diversity measures (max % inbreeding)
• Standardized warning notices (ex: BOAS)

• Feedback breed programs

Dogs Cats
Approved 31 breeds and varieties 40 breeds and varieties



• Established working standards
• Standardized decision cut-offs (DNA and other performance tests) defined per breed

Breeding Healthy Pets (2021-2025)

Test Mandatory Recommended Inclusion criteria Source

DNA > 1% 0.1-1% AVCG-guidelines: P 
or LP

• Donner et al., 2023
• Anderson et 

al.,2022
• Boeykens et 

al.,2024
• …

Phenotypical >5% 1-5% • Hereditary
• Reliable 

screening 
method

• Impact welfare

• OFA
• Literature
• Feedback breeding 

clubs
• …

Eye-test <70% normal globe 70-80% normal globe • OFA Blue book of 
veterinary 
ophthalmology

• OFA website
• …



Concrete example

● Lily

● Cavalier King Charles Spaniël

● 2 years old

● Owner wants to breed a healthy 

litter

● Lives in Flanders



● Performance testing

Concrete example



Before 1/07/2025… 

No standardisation→ from everything to nothing and everything in between

Performance testing



starting 1/07/2025

Performance testing



Performance testing



Performance testing



Performance testing



Lily is approved to breed 
regarding the different 
tests she underwent

Breeding association gets the results

Results in central database

Puppies get pedigree after 
parentage control

Performance testing

What now?



Welcome
Future plans
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Timeline

Year 1
•Report design for monitoring (WP1)
•Identification IT/data maintenance company (WP 4) 
•Listing priority traits for which screening methods lack (WP 
3.1) 

Year 2
•Coordination IT/data maintenance company (WP 4)
•Processing of DNA test data (WP2.2)
•Development of a method to address limitations in screening (WP3.2)

Year 3
•Coordination IT/data maintenance company (WP 4)
•Genetic diversity analysis(WP 2.1)* 
•Incorporating phenotypic data in selection model (WP 2.3)* 

Year 4
•Combination of genetic diversity, DNA-testing and
phenotypical information for optimal selection strategy (WP 
2.4)* 

•Coördination IT/data maintenance company (WP 4) 



Thank You!
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