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What I’ll share with you today

PURPOSE

• Update about Royal Canin Choose Health 
initiative and global Choose Health Coalition

OUTPUT

• Spark your interest in learning more and getting 
involved in driving this action forward
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FOR DECADES, 
TRENDS HAVE BEEN INFLUENCING
HOW PETS LOOK AND 
THEIR HEALTH CAN SUFFER.
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TODAY TWO BIG ISSUES ARE GROWING:
WITH A HUGE COST FOR PET HEALTH

UNETHICAL PET 
PRODUCTION 

PRACTICES

EXTREME 
CONFORMATION

Health issues

Vet bills

Pet abandonment

Pet abandonment

Unfair competition

Behavioural issues

Zoonose risk

Impulse buying

Instability to perform 
natural behavior

Pet suffering
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BEYOND THE TRAGIC COST FOR PETS
THERE ARE IMPACTS ACROSS THE ENTIRE ECOSYSTEM

• Heavy regulations 
• Lack of recognition 
• Unfair competition 
• Tarnished image 

• Dealing with unnecessary 
issues

• Difficult conversation and 
ethical choices

• Difficult relationship with 
breeders

• Emotional & financial 
costs

• Mismatch and 
disappointment

• Risk of breeds banned
• Poor welfare
• Pet homelessness



THAT’S WHY WE CREATED THE 
CHOOSE HEALTH INITIATIVE

A COLLABORATIVE INITIATIVE
TO SUPPORT A DECLINE IN UNETHICAL 
PET PRODUCTION PRACTICES & 
EXTREME CONFORMATION 

BY PROMOTING RESPONSIBLE 
BREEDING AND INCREASE 
RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP
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Structured around 3 pillars to 
drive change
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A collaborative initiative bringing together 
the power of diverse representation

ÉLODIE MOREL

Global Pro Ecosystem Lead

CHARLOTTE VENET

Global Brand Comms Lead

ISHTAR SCHNEIDER

Global External Comms Lead

Our global Choose Health 
Coalition partners

Our Royal Canin leads
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An initiative involving the whole ecosystem
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Issue is complex, but action needed now more than ever
PAST CRISIS

Petition to strip Crufts 
2026 'Best in Show' winner 
of title racks up 15,000 
signatures in 24 hours
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STRONG
PARTNERSHIPS

What’s in it?

• Key findings from existing publications on 
extreme conformation and low welfare pet 
production practices

• Our position and ambition as a coalition

• https://www.royalcanin.com/uk/choosehealth

The Coalition & baseline report 

https://www.royalcanin.com/uk/choosehealth
https://www.royalcanin.com/uk/choosehealth
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STRONG
PARTNERSHIPS

Baseline report content: 
Visual snapshot of the context
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Key findings from the report

According to ICECDOgs, extreme conformations
describe physical traits that don’t exist in nature but
that are heavily shaped by human preferences and
that cause significant health and welfare issues. 
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STRONG
PARTNERSHIPS

Baseline report content:
Coalition commitments and positions

STRONG
PARTNERSHIPS
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Addressing Systemic 
Challenges

Tackle complex issues like 
low-welfare pet production 
and extreme conformation 
through coordinated efforts.

Animal Health & 
Welfare First

Prioritize the health and 
welfare of cats and dogs in 
all decisions - breeding, 
shows, acquisitions and 
owning.

Our research-driven aligned pledges

Promoting Diversity 
Responsibly

Support breed diversity that 
aligns with high health 
standards, using evidence-
based approaches to balance 
variety and welfare.

1 2 3
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Defining Innate Health

Ensure conformation does not 
restrict normal, healthy 
activities—such as breathing, 
movement, reproduction, and 
communication.

A Measured Approach

We oppose breeding cats and 
dogs based on harmful genetic 
or physical traits.

Our research-driven aligned pledges

Comprehensive Testing & 
Screening

Advocate for appropriate 
testing before breeding to 
safeguard animal health.

4 5 6
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Supporting EU 
Regulation

Support EU efforts for 
welfare, traceability, and 
combating unregulated pet 
trade.

Tailored Strategies

Acknowledge local 
circumstances, recognizing 
regional differences in pet 
populations and issues.

Responsible Pet 
Ownership

Promote long-term 
responsible ownership 
through regulations, 
education, and engagement 
across the pet ecosystem.

7 8 9

Our research-driven aligned pledges
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STRONG
PARTNERSHIPS

Baseline report content
The coalition call to action

Establish and cement the partnerships 
needed to have the credibility
and capability to take action

Ignite the conversation, generate
support for change in order

to engage & educate pet lovers 
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• 7 key news stories in Germany, 
NL & Belgium

• 546,000+  reach

Raising awareness to spark change
STRONG

PARTNERSHIPS

Launched in Brussels 
Panel representing the Choose Health coalition and EU Commission 



COPYRIGHT MARS, INC. CONFIDENTIAL – INTERNAL USE ONLY

Professionalise BreedingAdvocate to 
safeguard breeds

• Engaged with EU Commission
• Created video to onboard pet 

professionals

Raise awareness on responsible 
acquisition and health breeds

• Educated pet owners through 
breed match tool 

2025 Achievements at a glance

• Deployed DNA testing (EU)
9 live countries

• PEF 2025: feb 2025 

Oct 2025

April 
2026
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The work continues
As the Choose Health Coalition we are:

• Aligning on content showing examples of what extreme 
conformation looks like in cats and dogs to help educate owners 
and encourage responsible acquisition

• Continuing to engage with the EU commission (sharing baseline 
report findings and work on 26 June)

• Expanding focus to support policy engagement at national levels 
and beyond EU alone

• Continuing to find ways to elevate conversation and engage 
professional communities at major events (Crufts, World Cat 
Congress etc) and to amplify messaging and spark action across 
all audiences.
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The work continues
As Royal Canin we:

• Audited our website and picture library to delete all hypertypes

• Include a Choose Health dedicated area in all global shows 

• Continue to educate pet owners through our breed match tool 

• Are working to update our packaging emblematics to remove 
hypertypes in partnership with Jane Ladlow

• Leveraged our RC.com to showcase our position (About us)

• Are working with our markets and regions to activate Choose 
Health around the globe



Thank you
Any questions or if you’d 
like to chat 
please reach out!

Ishtar.schneider@effem.com

mailto:Ishtar.schneider@effem.com
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