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@ CHOOSE
HEALTH
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What I’ll share with you today

PURPOSE —

e Update about Royal Canin Choose Health
initiative and global Choose Health Coalition

OUTPUT —

e Spark your interest in learning more and getting
involved in driving this action forward
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FOR DECADES,

TRENDS HAVE BEEN INFLUENCING
HOW PETS LOOK AND

THEIR HEALTH CAN SUFFER.




TODAY TWO BIG ISSUES ARE GROWING:
WITH A HUGE COST FOR PET HEALTH

Pet abandonment Health issues

Unfair competition Vet bills

UNETHICAL PET
Behavioural issues PRODUCTION
PRACTICES

EXTREME
CONFORMATION Pet abandonment

Instability to perform

Zoonose risk natural behavior

Impulse buying Pet suffering
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BEYOND THE TRAGIC COST FOR PETS
THERE ARE IMPACTS ACROSS THE ENTIRE ECOSYSTEM

* Risk of breeds banned * Heavy regulations * Dealing with unnecessary * Emotional & financial
* Poor welfare * Lack of recognition issues costs
* Pet homelessness * Unfair competition  Difficult conversation and * Mismatch and
e Tarnished image ethical choices disappointment
* Difficult relationship with
breeders
o.'.:: o
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THAT’S WHY WE CREATED THE
CHOOSE HEALTH INITIATIVE

A COLLABORATIVE INITIATIVE

TO SUPPORT A DECLINE IN UNETHICAL
PET PRODUCTION PRACTICES &
EXTREME CONFORMATION

BY PROMOTING RESPONSIBLE
BREEDING AND INCREASE
RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP

X

CHOOSE HEALTH

SUPPORTED BY ROYAL CANIN®



Structured around 3 pillars to

drive change

o TN
=

BREEDS

Improve the health and
welfare of breeds

* ROYAL CANIN

Make the breeding
profession sustainable
and recognized

OTE RESPOy,
8,

sy

E{\ \Q.
OWNE“

Promote responsible acquisition
and educate on specific health
sensitivities

G




A collaborative initiative bringing together @ iyt
the power of diverse representation

® 0%e @ ELODIE MOREL
...O.
)

.
- International Collaborative on
Extreme Conformations in Dogs ‘

Global Pro Ecosystem Lead

ISHTAR SCHNEIDER

Global External Comms Lead

CHARLOTTE VENET

Global Brand Comms Lead

Our global Choose Health

Al Our Royal Canin leads
Coalition partners
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An initiative involving the whole ecosystem

(Protect pets, pet owners and responsible breeders ) Government

;

J
Ly
|| [Educate pet owners
& and suppurthreeclers
'
n

[ Put health firstin hreedlng
Pet Federatlons
[ Enforce healthy

.
i [Chuuse health over luuks]

standards mterpretatlun

Media)
( Make healthy looks trendy ]

@

(Breed clubs ] %
Safeguard hreeds A ( Celebrate health in shows

W

* ROYAL CANIN
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CHOOSE

Issue is complex, but action needed now more than ever % HeaLTH

Royal Kennel Club
expands RFG scheme with
free health testing

available at Crufts 2026
for an additional 14 breeds

Commission welcomes provisional agreement
on new rules to improve welfare of dogs and
cats

The

‘ i ll ] rdl ] n Snaring our content may mean you alse share your personal data with the chosen social mediz platform. Find out mere nere.

Why You Should Never Buy a

Clumber Spaniel
Petition to strip Crufts

0 ' o Polly Foreman
2026 'Best in Show' winner @ e v 2
of title racks up 15,000
signatures in 24 hours

Blue Cro: UKO
%»

saddened to th tC ft 2026 Best in Show has been awarded to Bruin, a Clumber Spaniel
witl h xtremely ex gg ted features. @@
Traits such a: ere ing eyes are linked to irritation, which can lead to infection and chronic

discomfort. 1t doesn‘t have to be this way.

Awarding top prizes to dogs with extreme features rewards breeding practices that directly cause
health issues. Humans have the power to selectively breed healthy dogs, and it is our responsibility
to our best friends to do this.

At Blue Cross, we love all dogs, and we don't believe any dog should be born to suffer.
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STRONG

The Coalition & baseline report [ECIAEE () CHoosE

<

0SE ¥
c"‘o %

/‘ TH@

é\\.

What’s in it?
* Key findings from existing publications on
extreme conformation and low welfare pet Un|ted for
production practices

The Future of
e QOur position and ambition as a coalition CatS & DO

Baseline Report 16th

+ https://www.royalcanin.com/uk/choosehealth of October 2025

COPYRIGHT MARS, INC. CONFIDENTIAL— INTERNAL USE ONLY


https://www.royalcanin.com/uk/choosehealth
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Baseline report content:
Visual shapshot of the context

Cats & Dogs
Population

There are ouer 1.1 billion cats &
daps wordwida',

259 million pals i Eufope 6% of
European houschobds have a pet
~thats houscholds.,

Cats & Dogs Trade

€ 1.3 - €4.6 billion®

Estimated valus of the ELPs dog & cat
Iriie - the true veloe is diffiowlt to.

illegal aotivity,

annual demand of dogs may exceed 8

o year in'the EU.

EU Pedigree
Dog Populations

Orveral pogatation

Global Cat
Populations®

Stray cats: «480 millkon

Puppy Acquisition
36% of people

withere 10 gt their pupples from ™.

Where pupples ware sdvartised '

O [0 @&

33u 39w Bu
watatter Socist Metm Hawnzapers
Aasite

©n TiTek, 1.2 million
Pet-related videos

Want-it now culture, sockal media and the case of online impulss purchases mean people
do not conduct adequats ressarch and scquirs without knowing whars they get it from.

Low Welfare Pet Production Practices

Low

et minimum established begal, ethical, scientific, moral and social standands
for anirril health and wellane. Thess practices often prior
e !

tize: profit of Fruman

&
compramised hoalth and wellide.

U peits, resulting in

a L
purchasini a puppy

o wellare pet producers and falling victim (o scams'®.

FO

(]

Extreme Conformation

of
anting
e brought home
oo yourg™

describy that don't

butar s hiirman

Uhiege Urails 45",

and

for ICECS

ancestral natural apgearance thal affectsd pets
imgacts an their guatity and quantity of ife.

pear health and wellars,

Examples of Extreme Conformations & Affected Breeds

Protruding or Bulging Eyes

" Description: Prominent eyes are prons f
" winjury, ulcers, and dryfiess dus to A

insdequate eyelid coverigs

of Bresds Affected: Fuc”,
Shih Tou®, Feiingess, Boston Tarfiar®

Extrerme Dwarfiam or Gigartizm
sariatis

Brachycephaly s Excessive Skin Folds
i Shortened skull leading . Description: Desp siin folds can causs
3 ?&m‘;ﬂ:‘ﬂﬂﬂ and risk of * infoctions, dermiatitis and oys issuos due
obstructive ™ d rgistue and debris
Eyndrome or BOAS te8ppes
of Breeds BT, of Brecds Peif,

French Bulldos™, Enlish Blldos™, English Bulldag™, Nespolitan Mastiffs
Buston Terrier, Boxer

B, Sloped Back
| Daescription: Exaczerated angulation
' can inad to hip dysplasia, arthitis and

spinal probilems

of Breeds Affectod:
German Shepherd dog™

o, Turmed Inar Out Eyedids

© can rasult in joint problems, heart

sues and shortenad lifespan

of Breeds Affected:
St Barmard, Great Danc™

bredt for abnormal eyelid conformation,

\mading bo Lhe turning inor out of syelids

of Braed Affected: Shar
Fei®, Ghow Chow, Neapolitan Mastif™

STRONG

CHOOSE
%~ HEALTH

PARTNERSHIPS

An Endemic Issue...

... Fuelled By A Vicious Cycle

Trends

ine of on

|oow-welfars
pet producsts b opedits (ndstsctsd. Theis biesdsfs
aften priaritise profit oves animal health, driving the
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Key findings from the report

According to ICECDOgs, extreme conformations
describe physical traits that don’t exist in nature but
that are heavily shaped by human preferences and
that cause significant health and welfare issues.

Brachycephaly

Description: Shortened skull leading
to breathing difficulties and risk of
brachycephalic obstructive airway
syndrome or BOAS

Examples of Breeds Affected: Pug,
French Bulldog, English Bulldog, Boston

Terrier, Boxer

Protruding or Bulging Eves
Description: Prominent eyes are prone
to injury, ulcers, and dryness due to
inadequate eyelid coverage

Examples of Breeds Affected: Pug,
Shih Tzu, Pekingese, Boston Terrier

Extreme Dwarfism or Gigantism
Description: Excessive size variation
can result in joint problems, heart
issues and shortened lifespan

Examples of Breeds Affected:
St Bernard, Great Dane

CHOOSE
%~ HEALTH

Examples of Extreme Conformations & Affected Breeds

&)

Excessive Skin Folds

Description: Deep skin folds can cause
infections, dermatitis and eye issues due
to trapped moisture and debris

Examples of Breeds Affected: Shar Pei,
English Bulldog, Neapolitan Mastiff

Sloped Back

Description: Exaggerated angulation
can lead to hip dysplasia, arthritis and
spinal problems

Examples of Breeds Affected: German
Shepherd dog

Turned In or Qut Eyelids
Description: Dogs are deliberately

bred for abnormal eyelid conformation,
leading to the turning in or out of eyelids

Examples of Breed Affected: Shar Pei,
Chow Chow. Neapolitan Mastiff
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Baseline report content:
Coalition commitments and positions

Our Response as the
Choose Health Coalition

Our Ambition

act 10 raise andi

= Anetsbls

= Dazs and cats anty

= On aclobal scale.

= A Rotabla 0%

cals with extreme conformations.

Our Commitments

Amplity the elobal

pet low weldars pet

Spaisk 88 One voice Azainet
e and

p
and around brseding.

Fricritiee the hesith and welfare of
cabs and dogs in &4 our activities as
seperals ofpanigations and togethes as
& coalition and ba challngsd if we do
et dchieve this,

Raigs awarenags of, and inspies positive
actions aimad at eliminating axtrsme
confommation and low weltare pet groduction
practices and to promots fesponsibile
acqiisiion,

Our picture of success

@ [Frosscting cats’ and dogs’ health and
‘conlitkn members.

Tangibie: Improvemiens in the cvenall heakh,
‘werdtare and quaiity of e of cats and doga.

‘New bang on crt of dog bescds nog

A cubure of mutusl undersanding and
;
Impact for

STRONG
PARTNERSHIPS CHOOSE
> HEALTH

Our positions

© Wa balieve that cat and dog heatth and welfars should always come first. Thesa should bs tha

primary jdeing or
breeding, acquining or cwning any cat or dog.

o We 1em that ot in pat .

are complex, systomic issues, Addressing them requires a coondinated mulli-stake holder approach
in

the nenercisl

partiars, and policyrmakers,

= We beliove diversity d and cat be promoted within the limits
of pobd anamial health and wellats vidafic that
promates both physical and zenetic diversity and hizh

o We dog A or

wh inthe L
© We da not suppart the creation of new cat of dog breeds defined by characteristics bassd on
ic o genotypic i

[ L living a narmal,

© Wi endorge the ICECDogs definition of ‘innats health & a solid foundation for identifying instances
of extredmn conformation:
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Our research-driven aligned pledges

Animal Health &
Welfare First

Prioritize the health and
welfare of cats and dogs in
all decisions - breeding,
shows, acquisitions and
owning.

Addressing Systemic
Challenges

Tackle complex issues like
low-welfare pet production
and extreme conformation
through coordinated efforts.

@ CHOOSE
HEALTH

<

Promoting Diversity
Responsibly

Support breed diversity that
aligns with high health
standards, using evidence-
based approaches to balance
variety and welfare.
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Our research-driven aligned pledges

A Measured Approach

We oppose breeding cats and
dogs based on harmful genetic
or physical traits.

Defining Innate Health

Ensure conformation does not
restrict normal, healthy
activities—such as breathing,
movement, reproduction, and
communication.

@ CHOOSE
HEALTH

<

Comprehensive Testing &
Screening

Advocate for appropriate
testing before breeding to
safeguard animal health.
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Our research-driven alighed pledges

Tailored Strategies

Acknowledge local
circumstances, recognizing
regional differences in pet
populations and issues.

Supporting EU
Regulation

Support EU efforts for
welfare, traceability, and
combating unregulated pet
trade.

@ CHOOSE
HEALTH

<

Responsible Pet
Ownership

Promote long-term
responsible ownership
through regulations,
education, and engagement
across the pet ecosystem.
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PARTNETRFSEa:\IL% @ CHOOSE
HEALTH

Baseline report content
The coalition call to action

© 00
< i
PTnERsSW /Mpact
Establish and cement the partnerships lgnite the conversation, generate
needed to have the credibility support for change in order
and capability to take action to engage & educate pet lovers

.
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STRONG

Raising awareness to spark change PARTNERSHIPS

Launched in Brussels e 7 key news stories in Germany,
Panel representing the Choose Health coalition and EU Commission NL & Belgium

546,000+ reach
Ry CHOOSE  choose Health Coalition:
& E'lw %ﬂlssﬂlﬁ ﬁﬂuﬁﬁ =3 Social-Media-Trends schaden
m wEEn nEmcRy D AT A CUCTIALE LA wamn Q& @ H EALTH dem Tierwohl

Globale Branchenfuhrer fordern Magnahmen gegen unethische

SUPPORTED BY ROYAL CANIN® Zuchtpraktiken und illegalen Heimtierhandlel
Extreme Teile di Bericht auf:
i elle diesen bericht aul:
conformations and ) 4 E = ; 00 ()
unethical breeding is Redktion VET- 000
2 MAGAZIN y
threatening Europe's

or 2026

cats and dogs

United tox
~ The Future ot
Cats oSS

Alarmerende stijging van broodfok honden en
katten door aankoop via Tiktok: “Dierenasielen
overspoeld”
Most Read Cae s i are inacraasingly chierished et af mmany of e Rk m" L m
WL ety il of Rarupss kseiaids raming at lesa s pet, e R R
animls o an imesval rale ecur e
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2025 Achievements at a glance @ HEALTH
() - LU

Advocate to '} [ Professionalise Breeding | | Raise awareness on responsible
safeguard breeds acquisition and health breeds

* Engaged with EU Commission * Deployed DNA testing (EU) * Educated pet owners through

* (Created video to onboard pet 9 live countries breed match tool

professionals

Oct 2025

* PEF 2025: feb 2025

'.'.: s

"O: ROYAL CANIN’

PRO 5%
EXCHANGE
forum

WHEN

SHOW

REWARDS HEALTH
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The work continues

As the Choose Health Coalition we are:

* Aligning on content showing examples of what extreme
conformation looks like in cats and dogs to help educate owners
and encourage responsible acquisition

e Continuing to engage with the EU commission (sharing baseline
report findings and work on 26 June)

* Expanding focus to support policy engagement at national levels
and beyond EU alone

* Continuing to find ways to elevate conversation and engage
professional communities at major events (Crufts, World Cat
Congress etc) and to amplify messaging and spark action across
all audiences.
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The work continues

As Royal Canin we:

Audited our website and picture library to delete all hypertypes
* Include a Choose Health dedicated area in all global shows
e Continue to educate pet owners through our breed match tool

* Are working to update our packaging emblematics to remove
hypertypes in partnership with Jane Ladlow

* Leveraged our RC.com to showcase our position (About us)

* Are working with our markets and regions to activate Choose
Health around the globe
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Thank you |

Any questions or if you’d
like to chat

please reach out!

Ishtar.schneider@effem.com

|



mailto:Ishtar.schneider@effem.com
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